The Oil Peddler                      m
"She has rarely been home since the Wu incident/' Chiu-nia
said. "She has been going the rounds of the houses of her clients,
complaining to them of her grievance. She went to the Chis day
before yesterday; yesterday she went to the Huangs. I don't know
where she is today."
Ssu-ma said, "As long as you have made up your mind, Meiniang
will have to give in. But in case she should refuse, you can depend
on me to bring her around. But there is one thing: you must net
change your mind and raise objections yourself."
"I have given my word," Chiu-ma said
Liu Ssu-ma then went home and told Meiniang of what had
passed between her and Chiu-ma, "She has given her consent/* die
concluded. "As soon as the silver passes hands the matter will be
concluded." "The silver is ready," Meiniang said. "Please come to
our house tomorrow and supervise the conclusion of this matter,
Do not let the matter get cold so that we have to start all over
again." "I shall come/' Ssu-ma promised. Then Meiniang took her
leave and returned to her house, without saying a word to Chiu-ma
about her part in the matter.
The next day around noon, Liu Ssu-ma came to Chiu-ma's house
as agreed. "How did it go?" Chiu-ma asked. "It's complete nine
parts out of ten/' Ssu-ma said; "we have now to talk to Meiniang.w
Thereupon she went to Meiniang's room and greetings over, she
asked, "Have you seen your party? Where is the silver?" "It is there
in those leather trunks," Meiniang said, pointing to the end of the
bed. Then she opened the trunks one by one and took out thirteen
or fourteen packages of silver of fifty tads each and enough jewels
and precious stones to make up the remainder of the agreed
amount.10 Liu Ssu-ma was so surprised at this dispky of wealth
that her eyes "gave out sparks and her mouth watered." For a long
while she was speechless but wondered and marveled to herself
how a young girl like Meiniang could have so much foresight and
how she could manage to save up so much. Thinking that her
silence meant that she was not satisfied with what sbe had given
10 Note that it was said previously tbat Chin Chung had taken tbe valuables
away far safekeeping.